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SUBJECT: CUBA TRADE - GOODYEAR TIRE PROBLEM 
REF: A. BA 4646, B. BA 5266 

1. SENIOR EXECUTIVE OF GOODYEAR OF ARGENTINA TOLD EMBASSY ON 
JULY 22 HE HAD JUST HEARD FROM HIS HOME OFFICE IN US THAT 
TREASURY HAD DENIED GOODYEAR APPLICATION FOR LICENSE WHICH WOULD 
PERMIT IT TO CONTINUE TO SUPPLY REGULAR CUSTOMERS WHO ARE NOW 
EXPORTING (OR ARE ABOUT TO EXPORT VEHICLES TO CUBA. 

2. HE SAID HE HAD INSTRUCTIONS FROM AKRON TO: (A) ADVISE EMBASSY OF 
FOLLOWING PLANNED ACTIONS; (B) ADVISE CUSTOMERS KNOWN OR BELIEVED TO 
BE EXPORTING OR PLANNING TO EXPORT TO CUBA THAT GOODYEAR WILL CEASE 
TO DELIVER TIRES IMMEDIATELY UNLESS FIRM GIVES LETTER OF ASSURANCE 
THAT NO GOODYEAR TIRES WILL BE PUT ON VEHICLES EXPORTED TO CUBA; (C) 
ADVISE GOA THAT, AS RESULT OF USG DECISION, GOODYEAR WILL TAKE 
ACTION OUTLINED IN (B) ABOVE. AT OUR REQUEST, HE AGREED TO DELAY 
NOTIFYING GOA UNTIL A CUSTOMER ACTUALLY REFUSES TO GIVE LETTER OF 
ASSURANCE. HOWEVER HE CALLED ON JULY 23 AND INFORMED US HIS 

HOME OFFICE HAD VETOED THIS AGREEMENT AND HAD INSTRUCTED HIM TO 
CARRY OUT STEPS (B) AND (C) SIMULTANEOUSLY. HE WILL HAVE TO DO 
THIS NO LATER THAN JULY 25. 

3. CUSTOMERS WHO WILL BE ASKED TO FURNISH LETTER OF ASSURANCE ARE 
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FRUEHAUF TRUCK TRAILERS. 

4. GOODYEAR EXECUTIVE SAID GOODYEAR PEOPLE IN US WERE GIVEN 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT DENIAL OF LICENSE WAS PARTIALLY BASED ON OR 
INFLUENCED BY A NEGATIVE RECOMMENDATION FROM THIS EMBASSY. 

HE WAS TOLD THIS IS CONTRARY TO THE FACTS. MY RECOMMENDATION GIVEN 
IN REFTEL A WAS, AND STILL IS, THAT TIRES FOR NON-US OWNED FIRMS 
TO EQUIP VEHICLES DESTINED FOR EXPORT TO CUBA BE TREATED THE SAME AS 
TIRES FOR US OWNED FIRMS. 

5. 1 AM SERIOUSLY DISTURBED BY THIS ATTRIBUTION. I HOPE THAT UPON 
INQUIRY IT WILL TURN OUT THAT A MISUNDERSTANDING WAS INVOLVED. 

ALSO WOULD APPRECIATE INFORMATION WHETHER THE LICENSE HAS 
BEEN GRANTED OR DENIED. DECON 7/23/75. 

HILL 
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